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Enviro-Stories Competition

N\
Enviro-Stories is a competition based
education program for Primary \
Schools based on the pedagogy of \
Kids Teaching Kids. Students Q

where given the opportunity

to learn about their local environment, write a story about

it, then get their story published. These stories provide an
educational experience that creates readers, written about

local issues, by local kids, for local kids.

In 2009, the Cotton Catchment Communities CRC, in
conjunction with the Central West Catchment Management
Authority, has provided local kids with the opportunity to
join in on this exciting and innovative competition.

(otton Gatchment Communities (R

The Cotton Catchment Communities CRC is an

industry partnership leading research, education and
commercialisation in the Australian cotton industry. The
Cotton CRC aims to provide innovative knowledge to
stimulate economic, social and environmental outcomes at
farm, regional and national levels.

(entral West (atchment Management Authority

The Central West Catchment is commited to work with the
community to conserve, improve and manage natural and
cultural resources. The catchment is located in central
western New South Wales, flanked by the Barwon and Darling
Catchments to the north and west, Lachlan to the south and
the Sydney/Shoalhaven Basin to the east.
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Mrs Webber was a fantastic redback
spider. She was a loyal friend among
her peers, a caring mother and a
terrific hunter.

She lived in an old gum tree, on a
busy cotton farm near Wee Waa.

Headers and cotton pickers were
crammed in the nearby shed.



Mrs Webber had lived there since she
had left her own mother, brothers
and sisters. She was comfortable in
her tree and happy to live in such a
fantastic place.









Yellow beams lit up the
dark clouds that moved
towards Wee Waa.



Lightning snapped the tree in two,
like a tooth pick and ignited the
brown dry leaves of the old gum tree.



Mrs Webber was terrified, like a cat
afraid of water.
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Mrs Webber found a nice cosy corner
in the shed. She settled in and began
to make her silk web.

When she had finished she laid some
eggs in a creamy-white sack.



A month later, heavy rain fell
onto the shed’s roof.

Mrs Webber suspected that her
babies would emerge from the
egg sack shortly.

11



12

Early,thelnextimorningywhen{the)
grassywaslstillifrostyfandithelmist
WasTstilllinlthelairftiny/babyspiders!
started tolemerge; from|the egg sacky



AT he|baby;spidersiimmediately;stuckitheir,
abdomensjintothelairgand]beganitalspin

silk{parachutesito’catchitheywind

Theyfloated offitolanother/destinationito]
builditheinfirstiweby
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Mrs Webber was very proud
of her offspring. She watched
them float away in awe. Her
babies were so small that she
could only see twenty eight
little specks in the sky.



Mrs Webber spent the rest of the day
untangling, repairing and weaving
her web. When she had finished, she
quietly crawled up into the corner of
her silky web and settled down for a
well deserved rest.

15



16

The end






(Back L-R) Brooke Boland, Clay Mitchell, Darcy Lang, Maddison Galagher, Jordan Ferguson,
Dean Platt and Taricha Scaysbrook. (Front L-R) Tyrell Toomey, Patrick Small,Georgia
McKenzie, Dale Griffiths, Annabelle Russell, Tyson Gilmore, Douglas Anderson.

Teacher Jennifer Treverrow

Wee Waa School, Grade 4 2009

\/\"o N
C,U\)HM W st
catchment

management authority

PECKd eSS

Zavironmental & Cclucational designs & publications



