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Once upon a time there lived a little 
kingfisher named Larry. He lived in the 
Daintree rainforest just above the understory.
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One day in spring at the 
beginning of the mating season 
Larry decided he needed a 
girlfriend. 

He started calling, singing as 
loudly as he could to try and 
get a girl to come to him. 

All of a sudden he looked 
behind him and saw the most 
beautiful girl kingfisher he had 
ever seen. Her name was Lucy 
and she was happy to be his 
mate.
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To be able to have baby Kingfishers they 
needed materials to build their nest. Larry 
and Lucy looked high and low to find sticks, 
leaves and mud. It took them all day and 
night, but they finally finished building their 
nest.
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Larry and Lucy had created a lovely home to 
raise a family. They were very hungry so they 
flew off to find some food.
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When they were out finding something to eat 
a big green tree snake destroyed their nest. 

Larry said to a very upset Lucy, “We will need 
to find a much safer place to live.”
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They went exploring, searching for a much 
safer place to live. 

In amongst the mangroves they found a very 
sheltered and protected place.

Lucy looked at Larry, smiled and said, “This is 
a perfect place to live.”
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Larry returned to their old nest to 
retrieve any useful bits and pieces 
that they could use to build a new 
nest.

On his arrival Larry was shocked to 
find the snake still there waiting for 
the birds to return. He decided to 
go somewhere else to get the sticks, 
leaves and mud he would need to 
make the nest.
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He eventually returned to Lucy with all the 
materials. After some hard work they were 
finally finished making the nest.

Lucy looked around and exclaimed, “This is 
beautiful!”



11

Larry and Lucy were cautious when they next 
went to find some food to eat. 

The decision was made that Lucy would stay 
home while Larry went to find something 
delicious to eat. 

After a few hours Larry returned with some 
yummy fish. 

They lived happily in their nest and a few 
weeks later Lucy laid five eggs.
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One morning, when Larry and Lucy were 
guarding their nest, they saw something 
moving through the water below. 

They stared at the object moving in the water 
wondering what it was. 

Larry finally figured out what it was. It was 
a crocodile. Lucy started to scream and 
squawk.

“Shhhh you’ll bring him closer,” said Larry. 
“Stay here I’ve got a plan.”
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Larry flew to the edge of the river and 
pretended to limp. The crocodile watched 
him closely and started to follow him.
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Farmer Phil turned around and saw Larry 
being chased by the big crocodile. So he 
pointed his gun near the crocodile and fired 
some warning shots as Larry flew into the air. 

The crocodile kept following him as Larry led 
him away. In the distance Larry saw farmer 
Phil out hunting. 

Larry started squawking to attract Phil’s 
attention, “Farmer Phil, Farmer Phil.” 
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The crocodile got scared by the gunfire and 
left the waterhole. There was nothing that 
frightened crocodiles more than guns. 

Larry flew back home to his lovely wife Lucy. 
He told her the story about what happened 
and that the crocodile had left the waterhole 
forever.
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A week later the five eggs 
hatched. They had two boys and 
three girls. 

Larry and Lucy had learnt that to 
be good parents they needed to 
protect their nest by any manner 
possible.

It also helps to be very tricky and 
cunning.
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