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Enviro-Stories is an environmental education program that has 
been developed by PeeKdesigns.  

www.envirostories.com.au

This program provides an education experience for kids through 
learning about the environment. The final product is a published 
story written about local issues, by local kids, for local kids and 
future generations.

In 2011, the Murray Darling Association, Murray Catchment 
Management Authority and Burrumbuttock Public School 
provided local kids with the opportunity to join in on this exciting 
and innovative program.

An Environmental Education and Community Engagement Program

http://www.envirostories.com.au
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The Murray Darling Association, Murray Catchment Management Authority 
and Burrumbuttock Public School sponsored the Enviro-Stories Education 
Program in 2011. “An Aussie Bush Tale” was run out of Burrumbuttock, Rand 
and Walbundrie Public Schools focusing on threatened species for years 3 
to 6.

Design by PeeKdesigns, www.peekdesigns.com.au
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In the Aussie bush there 
are lots of endangered 
animals. One of these 
endangered animals was 
Larry the lyrebird.



3

Larry was a liar. He lied to everyone all the time, even his 
mother and his teacher. 
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One day Larry decided to play with Wally the wombat 
who was new to the area. Wally didn’t know that Larry the 
lyrebird was a liar.
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Larry constantly won all the games that he and Wally 
played.

Wally wondered how Larry kept winning and soon realised 
that he was lying.

Wally was angry and decided he did not want to play with 
Larry anymore.
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Wally walked away and decided he did not want to play 
with Larry anymore. 

Wally told others of how Larry was a liar.
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Larry couldn’t understand why no one would play with him.

Nat the numbat tried to explain to him, “If you want friends 
you have to stop lying.”
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Larry had to watch as the other animals played together 
without him.
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Upset, Larry decided it was 
time to go home.

He saw his dad making a 
nest on the ground. 
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Larry’s Dad asked him to mind the nest why he searched for 
food. His Dad said, “We can’t leave the nest alone or feral 
animals might steal and eat the egg.”

Larry lied and said he would. As soon as his Dad left Larry 
went wandering.
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A feral fox came wandering by and spotted the egg in the 
unattended nest.
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Just in time Larry’s 
mum came to the 
rescue and squawked 
and squawked until she 
scared the fox off.

She was very cross at Larry. 
She told him, “You were 
supposed to watch the nest. You 
must stop lying. No one will ever 
trust you if you lie all the time”. 
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Larry felt guilty and hurt by 
what his mother had said. He 
decided to make a change.

“I will try my hardest not to lie.”
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Larry found his friends and apologised to them 
telling them he would not lie anymore.

He also told his dad he would not lie.
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After a few weeks the egg hatched and Larry had a 
wonderful little brother.
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Larry wanted his little brother to not make the same 
mistakes that he had.

He decided he would teach him that it is wrong to lie!
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Dr Dave and primary school 

students explore the 
wonderful 

world of Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands

Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands are a ve
ry special part o

f the landscape o
f

eastern Australia. They con
sist of large scat

tered eucalypt tr
ees, native

grasses and wildflowers. These woodlands once co
vered an area fro

m

southern Queensland to South Australia, nearly o
ne-third of New South

Wales and over hal
f of Victoria.

In the last 150 y
ears, most of these woodlands have be

en cleared to bec
ome

highly productive
 farms. In fact, so much land was cleared that o

nly about 15

per cent of these
 woodlands have sur

vived and are list
ed as endangered

.  

The trees that a
re left are very 

important - they st
op soil erosion an

d

salinity; provide h
omes for native anim

als, birds, reptile
s and insects; an

d in

spring, beautiful 
native flowers grow under the trees

.  These woodlands

provide benefits 
for farmers, the environm

ent and communities.

Grassy woodlands cannot s
urvive by themselves. They need

 help from

governments, farmers, communities and schoo
l students. 

In this DVD, students from Culcairn, Yerong C
reek, Pleasant Hills and Henty

public schools as 
well as Dr David Watson from Charles Sturt University,

explain why these grassy 
woodlands are so s

pecial. 

The DVD covers the importance of Box-
Gum Grassy Woodlands, Aboriginal

issues, why the woodlands are so f
ragile and threat

ened, some inhabitants,

and how students can app
reciate and prote

ct these special 
landscapes.  

It’s not complicated or difficu
lt, and students a

nd teachers can 
learn a great

deal and be inspi
red to help prote

ct these amazing woodlands.
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What have we got here?

In this DVD, students from Culcairn, 
Yerong Creek, Pleasant Hills and 
Henty Public Schools as well as Dr 
David Watson from Charles Sturt 
University, explain why Box-Gum 
Grassy Woodlands are so special.

The DVD covers the importance 
of Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands, 
Aboriginal issues, why the 
woodlands are so fragile and 
threatened, some inhabitants and 
how students can appreciate and 
protect these special landscapes.

Check out DVDs about Dr Dave, 
Murray, Sammy and Stanley at:
www.ourriverourfuture.org

Georgia Robbins, 
Kali Schneider, 

Ella Ralston & Rose 
Webster 
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