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This program provides an education and learning
experience for kids through their active engagement with
natural resource and catchment management issues. The
final product is a published story written about local issues,
by local kids, for local kids and future generations.
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One day, in the Kosciuszko National
Park, Belinda the brumby was eating
grass off the river bank.

She swayed her head and luscious mane,




She glanced up when she
heard the crunching of some
twigs. She looked around and
spotted a camp of pioneer
settlers in the distance.
Belinda slowly and
carefully moved
backwards feeling a
sense of danger.




~- \¢
BNVl
From across the deep,
clear river, a lasso whipped
through the air and landed
on the limb of a nearby
gum tree. Belinda bolted

away faster than the wind!




~ Sheran along the narrow and windy .
~ track through some thick bushland. '

- decision to make.
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Belinda ran and ran until she found
. her path blocked by the river. She
. stopped and had a dangerous
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e “Do | go across the river or do | stay
,ﬂ here and risk being found?” she

’;Er"’i asked herself.
4~ With all of her courage she decided
- =& to cross the river. With all of her
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’ might she jumped into the river and
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She bolted up the bank and
found that she had run straight
into the settler’s camp. Belinda
trampled around the campsite
unaware of the damage she was
causing to their possessions.




The pioneer settlers became furious and
frightened, and they frantically corralled
Belinda towards their horse yards.

Petrified, Belinda’s instincts told her to try and
jump the fence to escape. She failed to clear
the corral clipping her hind leg. Trembling, she
stumbled out of the camp, limping to the safety
of the




Tired and exhausted she
collapsed to the ground.

Looking beyond the trees
Belinda spotted a small, dark
figure. As it moved closer she
realised it was a brown owl.



Oliver was a wise old owl who had magical
powers and was able to heal the wounded. He
came closer to Belinda and his assistants Terry
and Jerry the blow flies buzzed all around her.




“What'’s the matter with you little horsey?”

“l accidently trampled the settlers’ camp and
they got angry and tried to catch me. | injured
my leg escaping their corral,” replied Belinda.

“Don’t worry | am here to help you,” Oliver said
in a calm voice.
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Oliver started to flap his magic wings and

a small tornado appeared. The tornado

hovered over Belinda’s leg. She felt a

sudden burst of energy and looked down at
| her leg that had been magically healed.
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Bellnda stood up and pranced around
ﬂ relieved that her leg had been healed. She

. thanked Oliver, Terry and Jerry for helping
E her. She galloped off into the bush to try and
-] fmd her way home
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Unfortunately, Belinda ran straight back into

| the settlers. They slowly stepped forward
'_-'j_ and surrounded her with a ring of spinning
* lassos.
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Both Belinda and the settlers stopped
and turned in amazement to listen to
what the wise old owl had to say.

“Do you think you should be living
your lives like this? We will all have
much better lives if we learn to live
together in peace,” cried the irritated
owl. “Animals and humans can learn
to coexist and share this wonderful
place.”

The settlers and Belinda both looked
at each other and nodded their heads
in agreement. The animals and the
settlers looked around them and then

all joined together to help m\\
to rebuild the (g' i & f\ [ \
destroyed
camp. }\ é&j ! ‘X\\\
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The animals and humans decided to all live
peacefully together. They found they could
share the Kosciuszko National Park and build
towards a better future for all.

The settlers often left out food and water for
Belinda when she was around. In return, she
would occasionally let one of them ride her
when they needed to travel large distances.
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