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Enviro-Stories is an innovative literacy education program that inspires 
learning about natural resource and catchment management issues. 
Developed by PeeKdesigns, this program provides students with an 
opportunity to publish their own stories that have been written for other kids 
to support learning about their local area.  www.envirostories.com.au

Creative Catchment Kids
Creative Catchment Kids is an initiative of the Murray Darling Association and 
Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre.  It aims to improve engagement 
between the Murray Catchment Management Authority and school students 
by providing opportunities for positive and authentic ventures that encourage 
students to develop creative solutions to natural resource management 
issues.  www.murray.cma.nsw.gov.au/creative-catchment-kids.html

Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre
The Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre is located in Burrumbuttock, 
north of Albury in southern NSW.  Since 1995, the centre, which is adjacent 
to Burrumbuttock Public School, has provided opportunities for discovery and 
learning about the natural environment, the ecology of the local woodlands 
and the beauty of native plants.  www.wirraminna.org

Murray Darling Association
The Murray Darling Association has membership of over 100 Local 
Government councils in the Murray-Darling Basin, as well as community 
groups, businesses and individuals with an interest in ensuring that the Basin 
continues as a valuable asset for all Australians. Since 1950, the Association 
has initiated various school and community education programs on managing 
the Basin’s land and water resources.  www.mda.asn.au



Matt Herring - Wildlife 
Ecologist

Authors: John Paul Landini, Felicity Macauley and Leonard McClay
Teacher: Carly Doyle

School: Wakool-Burraboi Public School

Catchment Champions

In 2013, students involved in the Creative Catchment Kids program researched and wrote 
stories about ‘Catchment Champions’, people who have made important contributions 
to managing natural resources in their local community. The program was generously 
funded by the Murray and Murrumbidgee catchment management authorities. 

The Catchment Champions books are part of the Enviro-Stories Education Program.

Design by PeeKdesigns, www.peekdesigns.com.au

Copyright 2013 Murray Darling Association, www.mda.asn.au
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At Wakool Burraboi Public School when we talk about 
our environment, we mean everything in the world 
around us which can affect our lives. We know that 
there are a lot of people who have worked out ways to 
help our environment and who are passionate about 
preserving it. These people are champions! 

This tale is told by John Paul Landini, Felicity Macauley 
and Leonard McClay and we are the Creative Catchment 
Kids from Wakool Burraboi Public School.



3

Our champion is wildlife ecologist Matt Herring. 

Matt studied to be an environmentalist, graduating 
from Charles Stuart University in Albury with first class 
honours.

He has worked tirelessly in the Murray River region 
for the past 13 years to raise awareness about 
biodiversity conservation. 
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Matt has worked closely with over 3000 farmers, 
conducted wildlife surveys, produced large amounts 
of educational materials in his quest to encourage the 
broader community to take care of their environment.

Matt has conducted more than 253 seminars, field 
days and workshops about biodiversity, ecology and 
conservation. He is even a published author with many 
newspaper articles, papers, books and booklets to his 
name.
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Matt recognises that to help protect the biodiversity of 
our region, we must try to get the whole community 
involved. 

He believes that it is important to actually get to know 
the people who are in the environment he tries to 
help. He travels from far and wide to be a part of the 
communities he works in.
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Matt has published books and has a wonderful website 
that shares information about how to care for our 
environment.

www.murraywildlife.com.au

We have read through Matt’s books in literacy sessions 
and are proud to empower ourselves to know more 
about looking after the environment. 
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Boom! Was the sound all the kids heard when Matt 
Herring came to visit Wakool Burraboi Public School. 
Matt contacted our school and asked if he could visit, to 
teach us about the amazing Australasian Bittern.

We were as excited as kids on Christmas morning when 
he told our principal Miss Doyle that we could be a part 
of his documentary! We, the Creative Catchment Kids 
Team, were particularly excited to be involved in such a 
special program.
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We discovered the documentary was called ‘Bitterns 
Boom in the Rice’. 

Care to check out our famous faces? 

Visit https://vimeo.com/68458195 and learn just like 
local farmers and our community about the Bitterns in 
our area.

Matt is very passionate about educating the community 
about the Australasian Bittern so we can protect their 
numbers.
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The Australasian Bittern is a large heron-like bird that 
has very camouflaged plumage. They can grow to 
76 centimetres long and have a wingspan up to 1.18 
metres.

Australasian Bittern is usually a very solitary bird that 
lives alone or in a breeding pair.

They like to forage in shallow water less than 30 
centimetres deep with lots of reeds grasses and shrubs. 
They eat a variety of small animals including frogs, 
crustaceans, fish, lizards, birds and rats and mice.
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The Australasian Bittern is classified as an endangered 
animal in New South Wales. It is extremely important to  
learn about them so we know how to take care of them 
to preserve the species.

Matt told us that the future of the Australian Bittern is 
in the children’s hands. We thought this was very true 
because it is up to us to pass the information down to 
future generations. We want to create a sustainable 
approach to living and that means being aware of our 
environment and being gentle with it. 
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Matt visited Felicity’s grandparents farm to film some 
of the documentary about Bitterns. He managed to 
get Felicity’s grandad to dress as a Bittern! This shows 
us that Matt can be funny and uses humour to teach 
people, kids especially about the environment. We 
loved this because at our school we believe learning 
should be fun!
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Wakool Burraboi Public School 
would like to thank Matt as he was 
the perfect person for us to honour 
and recognise as a ‘Catchment 
Environmental Champion’.

We saw that Matt was passionate and 
enthusiastic about letting everyone 
know in our community how to help 
care for our environment. He is an 
inspiration to us all.





John Paul Landini, Felicity Macauley and Leonard McClay

2013 Year 5 & 6, Wakool-Burraboi Public School
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The 2012 and 2013 Creative 
Catchment Kids writing 
program was showcased 
at the Seventh World 
Environmental Education 
Congress, held in Morocco 
during June 2013.


