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Creative Catchment Kids
Creative Catchment Kids is an initiative of Wirraminna 
Environmental Education Centre.  It aims to improve engagement 
between our funding partners and school students by providing 
opportunities for positive and authentic ventures that encourage 
students to develop creative solutions to agriculture and natural 
resource management issues.  
www.wirraminna.org/creative-catchment-kids/ 

Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre
The Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre is located in 
Burrumbuttock, north of Albury in southern NSW.  Since 1995, the 
centre, which is adjacent to Burrumbuttock Public School, has 
provided opportunities for discovery and learning about the natural 
environment, the ecology of the local woodlands and the beauty 
of native plants.   
www.wirraminna.org

Enviro-Stories
Enviro-Stories is an innovative literacy education program 
that inspires learning about natural resource and catchment 
management issues. Developed by PeeKdesigns, this program 
provides students with an opportunity to publish their own stories 
that have been written for other kids to support learning about 
their local area.   
www.envirostories.com.au
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Footrot Sally
Authors: Tama Ropiha, Catriona Vickery, Jessica Smith,  

Ellie Fishlock and Lizzie Lostroh

Teacher: Cynthia Smith

School: Deniliquin North Public School

WARNING: This book contains images that  

may be distressing to some readers. 

Local Land Heroes - Securing Our Region
In 2015, students involved in the Creative Catchment Kids program 
researched and wrote stories about their ‘Local Land Heroes’ who 
are involved in pest management in the Murray and Murrumbidgee 
regions. These heroes are local individuals, couples, a business or 
industries that have made a difference in their local community by 
contributing to the management of pest animals and plants.  The 
program was generously funded by Murray Local Land Services 
and Riverina Local Land Services. 

Local Land Heroes is part of Enviro-Stories, a PeeKdesigns 
education program.

© 2015 Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre, www.wirraminna.org

Design by PeeKdesigns, www.peekdesigns.com.au
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Local Land Services (LLS)

Sally Osborne is currently employed by the Local 
Land Services (LLS) in the Murray region. LLS is a 
service provided by the NSW State Government, 
and is responsible for managing environmental 
issues throughout our region. Sally is based in 
Deniliquin.
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Personal Information

Sally Wright was born in Deniliquin. She lived on 
a property on Finley Road, with her siblings and 
parents, Lindsay and Judy Wright. 

Sally met James Osborne, 
and they were married 
in 1990. Sally and James 
Osborne have two 
children, Henry and 
Isabel.
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Sally’s Education

Sally Osborne was educated at Deniliquin North 
Public School, before moving on to Deniliquin 
High School. 

After finishing Year Twelve, Sally decided to go to 
Dookie Agricultural College to further her studies 
as an environmental, bio-security officer.

Sally’s f irst day of school
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Sally’s Job

Sally is a senior bio-security officer, responsible for 
maintaining and inspecting saleyards throughout 
the Riverina. She works to prevent the introduction 
and spread of animal diseases. She also plans fox 
baiting programs in the area.
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Footrot

Sally Osborne takes care of sheep by checking 
if they have a severe bacterial infection called 
Footrot. Footrot spreads during wet seasons 
such as Autumn and Winter because the skin, 
in between the sheep’s hooves is moist, letting 
infection in.
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What Footrot Does

Since Footrot is a severe bacterial infection, once 
it gets into a hoof, it begins to rot the skin of the 
hoof, giving the sheep an extremely painful time. 
If Footrot is left untreated, it reaches the point at 
which sheep will not move, not even to eat.
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Eradicating Footrot

Sally has been working on eradicating footrot 
for 25 years now, but the bacterial infection has 
been an issue since 1788, when it was brought 
over from England with the First Fleet. New South 
Wales is currently a footrot protected area and, 
due to Sally’s hard work, the infection affects less 
than 1% of all properties.
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Footrot Treatment

Sally checks sheep for footrot, but how is footrot 
treated? Most, but not all farmers who own 
livestock affected by footrot, cure the infection by 
bathing each and every sheep hoof in a mixture of 
disinfectant to kill any harmful bacteria.
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What Sally Does

Not only does Sally help sheep by curing and 
preventing footrot, she also baits properties for 
foxes. Foxes are feral animals and kill native birds, 
animals, and livestock, mainly lambs.
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The European Red Fox

The European Red Fox (the scientific name is 
Vulpes vulpes) was introduced into Australia in 
1855 for recreational hunting. Their population 
grew out of control and is still of concern today. 
The problems begin during autumn and winter 
when ewes start lambing, and the lambs wander. 
Then foxes take their opportunity for easy prey.
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1080 Fox Poison

1080 is the most humane fox poison. Specialised 
chemical training is required to handle 1080. 
Commercial fox-baits can be purchased, but 1080 
can be injected into fresh meat. 

Spring and autumn are the 
best time to use 1080, when 
pregnant female foxes are 
likely to eat it. Fox baits 
cannot be placed within 
four kilometres of a town. 
Signs must also be used 
to inform neighbouring 
farmers that bait is being 
used.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre and  

the Creative Catchment Kids Program won the  
2015 NSW Junior Landcare Team Award and will be 
competing in the 2016 National Landcare Awards.


